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Abstract

The study aims to investigate how second language (L2) learners process novel metaphors.
The appropriate use of metaphors is a complex task and considered one of the greatest
challenges for L2 learners but the study of figurative language in bilingualism remains an
under-researched area. The study focuses on bilinguals’ metaphor processing due to their
greater cognitive effort, especially for less proficient or late bilinguals. To our knowledge, no
prior research has examined how two types of metaphor comprehension – physical and mental
– is influenced by varying levels of L2 proficiency. A role of neuropsychological measures will
also be considered.
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